ITEM 5.1

RICHARDSON BAY REGIONAL AGENCY
STAFF REPORT

For the meeting of September 11, 2025

To: Board of Directors
From: Brad Gross, Executive Director
Subject: RBRA Code Section 3.04.010-3.04.020; Revision

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Consider an ordinance amending Sections 3.04.010-3.04.020 of the Richardson Bay
Regional Agency Code to set forth the conditions under which a transient vessel may
anchor or moor in Richardson Bay pursuant to an anchoring permit issued by the
Harbormaster.

Motion: Direct staff to open a public comment period until October 11, 2025; to return with
the revised Richardson Bay Regional Agency Ordinance Code, as amended, and
comments received for further discussion prior to adoption on November 13, 2025.

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION

The Richardson Bay Regional Agency (RBRA) adopted an Ordinance Code in 1987,
and has subsequently amended the Code, with the latest amendment occurring in July
2025. RBRA has specifically developed policies and procedures regarding vessel
anchoring in the Anchorage and Non-Anchorage Areas in recent years, and continues to
monitor conditions in Richardson Bay, community feedback, and developments in other
jurisdictions to inform its enforcement choices.

RBRA prioritizes clarity and seeks to establish clear expectations for any person
seeking to anchor or moor in Richardson Bay. RBRA Code Section 3.04.020 has
enabled the Harbormaster to issue anchoring permits that allow a person to anchor or
moor a vessel beyond 72 hours in Richardson Bay if the vessel is not intended for
permanent residential use. These permits carry a maximum 30-day period and can be
renewed twice.

After reviewing its Code and similar policies nationwide, RBRA recognizes that its
existing requirements do not clearly state a cumulative number of days that a transient
vessel may remain in Richardson Bay under anchoring permits over a specified period
of time. As currently written, the RBRA Code does not state whether a person may ever
again seek an anchoring permit after two renewals of an original anchoring permit, or
how long they must wait to be eligible for a subsequent anchoring permit.



This Code Amendment proactively addresses this gap in RBRA's rules by stating the
maximum amount of time a person may anchor or moor a transient vessel pursuant to
anchoring permits is a cumulative 90 days within a six-month period. This amendment
clarifies the Harbormaster’s discretion in issuing anchoring permits and will create
clearer expectations for persons seeking to anchor or moor transient vessels.

This Code Amendment also shifts language regarding anchoring permits previously
located in Section 3.04.020 to 3.04.010 to promote consistency in the topics addressed
in each section.

Staff will return to this Board on November 13, 2025 to seek final adoption of the
Ordinance Code.

FISCAL IMPACT:

RBRA does not anticipate a fiscal impact from adopting this ordinance.
Attachments:

Attachment 1: Existing RBRA Code

Attachment 2: DRAFT Amended RBRA Code
Attachment 3: Ordinance 25-02 to Adopt Revisions to the RBRA Code



