ITEM 3.1.3
RICHARDSON BAY REGIONAL AGENCY

February 26, 2026
Dear Proposal Committee,

Richardson Bay Regional Agency (RBRA) wishes to express our strong support for the San Francisco
Estuary Institute’s (SFEI) “Advancing Eelgrass Restoration: Innovative Monitoring and Reporting for
SF Bay” funding proposal to the USEPA SF Bay Program.

As a joint powers authority created, in part, to coordinate activities such as eelgrass restoration and
monitoring across multiple jurisdictions in Richardson Bay, RBRA recognizes better than most the need
for consistent methods to achieve cost reductions, comparable insights, and permitting efficiencies.

Eelgrass monitoring has been ongoing in Richardson Bay for years, but a key problem remains. Without
clear standards and guidance, eelgrass monitoring is often inconsistent: prone to incompatible methods
and significant gaps in time. Furthermore, while monitoring might occur on a site-by-site basis, system-
wide monitoring of the Bay is not yet established. Such monitoring would improve comparable
measurements across different eelgrass restoration sites, account for habitat development and loss, and
identify new restoration opportunities.

The following proposal would enhance and accelerate current efforts underway to restore eelgrass
habitats in the Bay, while also updating some of the best available data on their current locations within
the Bay.

This work towards greater scale, regionality, collaboration, and cost effectiveness is consistent with
RBRA'’s goals. Among our guiding principles are those focused on cost controls, regulatory respect and
efficiency, and a deep respect for clean water. These principles align with EPA’s pillars:

e Pillar 1: Clean Air, Land, and Water for Every American
e Pillar 3: Permitting Reform, Cooperative Federalism, and Cross-Agency Partnership

RBRA takes very seriously its charge to serve as a multijurisdictional joint powers

authority, which itself is a clear form of cross-agency partnership. We count among our constituent
members the County of Marin and the cities of Belvedere, Mill Valley, and Tiburon. Together, RBRA
coordinates the stewardship of critical ecosystems waters that are important to residents of the county
and its cities.

Eelgrass habitat is particularly important. Its habitat serves as a nursery for fish, accelerates the
productivity of many key native estuarine species, which in turn furnish benefits for birds and the many
wildlife depending on vibrant fish populations. We recognize that eelgrass sequesters carbon and can
attenuate waves during storm events, helping to reduce the threats to the built environment that rings the
San Francisco Bay and Richardson Bay, in particular.
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RBRA supports this project. As an expression of our support, we are offering $314,000 in matching
funds that are associated with local eelgrass restoration efforts in Richardson Bay, conducted under the
jurisdictional authority of the RBRA.

Notes on this offer of match:

1. These matching funds are coming from the San Francisco Bay Restoration Authority (SFBRA).
SFBRA staff notified RBRA that they will be recommending RBRA’s eelgrass restoration project for a
$1.9 million award as part of its current grant cycle. If this award is reduced or does not receive final
approval from the SFBRA board, the match will not be available.

2. These matching funds will be expended on RBRA’s eelgrass restoration efforts and will not be made
as payment to SFEI or any of its project partners.

We look forward to collaborating with SFEI to make Richardson Bay sites available to their project as
needed and providing support and guidance wherever we can. We are excited for SFEI and its partners
to lead this important regional eelgrass monitoring project and encourage full funding of their proposal.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully submitted,
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Brad Gross, Executive Director
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