NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE 25-02
OF THE RICHARDSON BAY REGIONAL AGENCY AMENDING THE RICHARDSON
BAY REGIONAL AGENCY CODE

WHEREAS, it is the intention and responsibility of the Board of Directors of the Richardson Bay
Regional Agency (Board) to make decisions affecting the future of Richardson Bay; and

WHEREAS, the Board aims to promote safety in Richardson Bay for persons on and off
anchored vessels;

WHEREAS, the Board recognizes that best practices in other California jurisdictions includes
basic occupancy requirements for overnight anchoring; and

WHEREAS, the Board aims to proactively improve its stewardship of Richardson Bay.

In consideration of the foregoing, the Board of Directors of the Richardson Bay Regional Agency
does ordain as follows:

Section 1. Adoption.

The Richardson Bay Regional Agency Code is hereby amended to read as set forth in
Attachment 2.

Section 2. California Environmental Quality Act.

This ordinance is a regulatory action for the protection of natural resources and the environment
and is therefore exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act,
pursuant to California Code of Regulations, title 14, sections 15307 and 15308.

Section 3. Severance Clause.

The Board declares that each section, sub-section, paragraph, sub-paragraph, sentence, clause,
and phrase of this ordinance is severable and independent of every other section, sub-section,
sentence, clause, and phrase of this ordinance. If any section, sub-section, paragraph, sub-
paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase is held invalid, the Board declares that it would have
adopted the remaining provisions of this ordinance irrespective of the portion held invalid and
further declares its express intent that the remaining portions of this ordinance should remain in
effect after the invalid portion has been eliminated.

Section 4.  Publication.

A summary of this ordinance shall be published in a newspaper published in Marin County
within fifteen days after its adoption.

Following a duly noticed public hearing, the foregoing ordinance was introduced at the regular
meeting of the Board of Directors of the Richardson Bay Regional Agency held on September



11, 2025, and was adopted by the following vote on November 13, 2025.

AYES: Ryan, Carapiet, Burke, Moulton-Peters
NOES: None
ABSTENTIONS:  None
ABSENT: None

RICHARDSON BAY REGIONAL AGENCY ATTEST:
/s/ Jack Ryan, Chair /s/ Deborah Padovan, Board Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
/s/ Laura Beaton, Board Counsel
Publish Date: November 20, 2025



Attachment 2: DRAFT Amended RBRA Code Sections 3.040.010-3.04.020

TITLE 3
VESSELS

Chapter:
3.04 Anchoring, Mooring. and Beaching Vessels

Chapter 3.04
Anchoring, Mooring, and Beaching Vessels

Sections:
3.04.010 Permits, Anchoring, and Mooring
3.04.020 Residential Use of Vessels Prohibited
3.04.030 Fees
3.04.040 Beached/Grounded Vessels
3.04.050 Vessel Conditions and Requirements
3.04.070 Unseaworthy Vessels
3.04.080 Relocation of Vessels

3.04.010 Permits, Anchoring, and Mooring

a. Any person may temporarily anchor a single vessel with no more than one attached skiff, for a
period of not more than 72 hours, in the Anchorage Area without a permit, subject to the
nighttime occupancy limitations of Section 3.04.010(c) below. A skiff may not be separately
anchored, but shall remain attached to the vessel. No person may anchor a vessel in the Non-
Anchorage Area at any time. The Harbormaster is authorized to require persons to relocate
vessels within the designated anchorage areas. After 72 hours have expired, the vessel must leave
Richardson Bay for at least seven days before it may temporarily anchor again pursuant to this
subsection.

b. A person may anchor or moor a transient vessel in Richardson Bay for more than 72 hours
only with an anchoring permit issued by the Harbormaster, upon the Harbormaster determining
that the vessel is not intended for permanent residential use. The permit may be renewed for two
additional periods at the Harbormaster’s discretion. Each permit or permit renewal issued
pursuant to this section shall be valid for 30 days or a period determined by the Harbormaster,
whichever is shorter. The maximum amount of time that a person may anchor or moor a transient
vessel pursuant to the permits issued under this section is a cumulative 90 days within a six-
month period.

c. A person may anchor or moor a vessel in Richardson Bay after sunset and before sunrise only
under one of the following conditions:



1. A person capable of operating the vessel continuously occupies the vessel from sunset
until sunrise, except that person may leave the vessel for up to four hours once per night.
2. A person obtains a nighttime anchoring permit issued by the Harbormaster authorizing
the person to leave the vessel unattended from sunset until sunrise.

3.04.020 Residential Use of Vessels Prohibited

a. Living aboard a vessel, floating home, or houseboat anchored or moored in Richardson Bay is
prohibited.

b. The Harbormaster may issue permits for temporary residential use at RBRA-owned moorings,
at the Harbormaster’s discretion, which may be for greater than the periods set forth in Section
3.04.010.
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